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Mail Bag 


has been quite thrill see 
Miracle Carville all dressed and 
the company best sellers like The 
Cardinal and Highway The Stars 
the largest book store here. The fact 
was taken surprise, even though 
looking for it, and heart stopped 
beating and debated moment two 
before decided begin again. Then 
had terrible urge run along the 
street, stopping everyone met say 
it’s there—my book there.” But 
controlled urge, and just ran back 
the car tell Poppy. Then rode 
all around the block again and pointed 
out him drove slowly the 
window. 


Betty Martin 


The above excerpt from letter 
Betty wrote from somewhere the 
West one the STAR staff. Ev. 


learned whole lot more about the 
hospital from Miracle Carville than 
have the thirty years have lived 
the neighborhood. hope the mir- 


acles will continue. 


Mrs. Oscar Richard, Jr. 
Sunshine, La. 


particularly gratifying that the 
Miracle helping folk our im- 
mediate neighborhood gain better 
understanding. ED. 


Miracle Carville was reading ex- 
perience shall not soon forget. should 
long way towards making “on 
the outside” understand little better. 
our discredit, most simply 
not think. Miracle beautiful its 
simplicity and telling its effect. 

have promised review Miracle 
Carville for group L.S.U. professors’ 
wives. After reading it, decided 
would shame for them hear Mrs. 
Martin’s story from me. Instead, should 
like dwell upon the associated theme 
public enlightenment that she ac- 
complishes with such good effect—and 
let them read her book themselves. 

Mrs. Louis Carville, Jr. 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Mrs. Carville spoke before the L.S.U. 
group November Her interest 
this book seems particularly appropri- 


ate. For many years the Carville family 
has owned and operated general store 
the nearby village the same name 
and from which the hospital gets its 


have found Miracle Carville 
most interesting and inspirational. Miss 
Martin has told the story well. The 
magazine from Carville, THE STAR, 
enjoy very much. While know one 
the staff residents, yet find the 
ments very interesting. Most certainly 
have had very liberal and enlighten- 
ing education Hansen’s disease, 
the extent any fear may have had, 
has been dispelled. 

Holcomb, Director 
Child Welfare Division 


The American Legion 
Topeka, Kansas 


think THE STAR compli- 
mented its articles. look forward 
copies. 

Rev. James Colbert 


Resident Protestant Chaplain 


Facts That You Should About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
milial. continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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IMPORTANT CONFERENCE DISEASE 
HELD NEW YORK 


SPECIAL THE STAR 


New York, Nov. 10. the first 
conference Hansen’s disease ever held 
the United States, two authorities 
this disease warned listeners The 
New York Academy Sciences today 
the “potential hazard” resulting from 
exposure our war veterans 
other countries. 

Ten papers devoted many phases 
Hansen’s disease were delivered 
outstanding authorities the first day 
The New York Academy 
two-day conference held under the chair- 
manship Dr. Emanuel Grunberg, 
Hoffman-La Roche, Nutley, 

Dr. Eli Goldsmith, New York 
University, Chairman the section 
biology, after pointing the fact that 
this conference was another series 
devoted the basic biological aspects 
human welfare sponsored The 
New York Academy Sciences, men- 
tioned the conference antibiotics 
under the chairmanship Dr. Selman 
Waksman, 1946, the one aure- 
omycin 1948, and terramycin 
early this year, part the series. Dr. 
Goldsmith concluded welcoming the 
audience scientists, researchers, and 
medical men the 76th conference held 
the 133-year-old Academy. 

Speeches and discussion concerned the 
United States history Hansen’s dis- 
ease, where found, how the skin 
and nerves react its attacks, tests 
identify it, how recognize human 
eyes, and other topics. 

Dr. David Elliott, Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Harrisburg, Pa., said “It 
important...that physicians every- 
where the United States more 
familiar with this disease since global 
warfare has taken young troops into 
areas where the disease prevalent” 
and described certain symptoms which 
may detected the human eye. 

Dr. Frederick Reiss, New York 
University—Bellevue Medical Center, 
New York, pointed out the “potential 
hazard” facing the United States “as 
result the exposure war veterans 
the South Pacific, South East Asia, 
China, the Philippines, Japan and Ko- 
rea,” and emphasized the need for cor- 
rect and early diagnosis prevent 
spread the disease the United 
States. 

Health Service, Atlanta, Ga., tracing 
the history Hansen’s disease the 
United States, said was found 
Florida and Louisiana 1776 and that 
cases from states and the District 


Columbia have been admitted the 
National Leprosarium (Carville, La.) 
the past years. now endemic 
(i.e. prevalent) four states (Florida, 
Louisiana, Texas and California) with- 
the United States. 

Dr. John Hanks, the Harvard 
Medical School, Cambridge, Mass., 
his paper the “Bacteriology Lep- 
rosy” showed that the leprosy bacillus 
cannot made live for laboratory 
experimental purposes although other 
bacilli normally under testing con- 
ditions; this makes its study extremely 
difficult. 

discussing the conditions under 
which Hansen’s disease occurs, Dr. Fred 
Kluth, the Leonard Wood Memo- 
rial, Washington, C., stated that 
was found every climate, usually fol- 
lows travel and commerce routes, and 
that “rarely exceeds five percent the 
population.” However, 
“in close association” are more liable 
contract it, especially during childhood 
adolescence. The severe type “much 
more frequent males.” concluded 
that “there well-supported theory 
which can explain adequately 
tory and the selectivity the disease,” 
although has been medically identi- 
fied since 1872. 


The reaction the human body 
leprosy bacillus depends “many fac- 
tors,” Dr. George Fite, the 
Public Health Service, Bethesda, Md., 
pointed out. said was “principally 
conditioned the type the disease, 
the sensitivity the tissues the or- 
ganism, and the stage and extent the 
Only rarely does one type de- 
velop into another, Dr. Fite found. 


Dr. Reuben Kahn, the Univer- 
sity Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor, 
Mich., pointed out that Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients often have intercurrent 
diseases which affect serologic tests with 
the result that the test reaction the 
lepromatous type leprosy “does not 
always show distinctive serologic pat- 
ern nor the expected relationship be- 
tween the intensity (the test) precip- 
itation and the degree activity 
the disease.” Dr. Kahn concludes that 
“the greatest value the universal re- 
action (test) leprosy lies its appli- 
cation guide therapy this dis- 

Dr. Thiers Pinto and Dr. Arnaldo 
Zeo, the University Brazil and 
that serum tests which had made 
“several months” apart would 
ful detecting identifying the 


activity leprosy through measuring 
the “degree precipitation” produced 
from the serological tests. 

Dr. William Feldman, the Mayo 
Foundation, Rochester, Minn., deliver- 
ing paper prepared himself and 
Drs. Alfred Karlson and John 
Grindlay, commented leprosy an- 
tigen substance causing the formation 
antibody which fights given 
disease) used laboratory tests dogs. 
They found the antigen helpful 
prognosis and “an aid differen- 
tiating certain types leprosy” when 
usual tests are ineffective. They also 
found this antigen useful guid- 
ing healing treatments. 

Final Session 

New York, N.Y., Nov. 11:-Five prom- 
inent authorities spoke the final 
session The New York Academy 
Sciences two-day conference leprosy 
held this morning (Sat., Nov. 11, 1950) 
New York. new method testing 
the effectiveness leprosy drugs one- 
twelfth the time previously needed was 
described. This test, carried out mice 
the laboratory, speeds 
ably the possibility finding drugs 
help cure leprosy. 

Drs. Grunberg and Schnitzer 
Hoffman-La Roche, Nutley, J., 
announced that they had developed 
mice with leprosy, comparatively 
simple experiment” which permits the 
evaluation the probable usefulness 
drugs within four weeks whereas one 
two years formerly was required. The 
activity chemical agents which have 
been more less successfully used 
treating human leprosy has been con- 
firmed this type test. 

Concluding the first United States 
meeting ever devoted entirely Han- 
sen’s disease and the 76th conference 
held The Academy, discussion cov- 
ered rat leprosy laboratory aid 
testing drugs treat human leprosy, 
the treatment human leprosy, the 
social stigma the disease and the 
control its spread. 

Because the leprosy bacillus cannot 
cultivated under laboratory test con- 
ditions, “control leprosy commun- 
icable disease inadequate,” Dr. Charles 
Carpenter the University Cali- 
fornia Medical School, Los Angeles, 
said. However, similar disease rats 
and mice, called murine leprosy, “shares 
many the human 
leprosy and therefore “useful 
thering our knowledge the human 
disease,” Dr. Carpenter said. Murine 
leprosy, continued, most useful 

continued page 
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Plaster Surgery For Carville’s Walks 


With feet making little slop, slop, 
slop sounds, sloshed through the tiny 
pools water captured 
newly-walled corridors. The sun mim- 
icking Gypsy Rose had shrugged away 
its dark cloudy robe and shielded 
photophobic eyes from the glare, re- 
flected the starched white walls the 
dorms. More long-distance planning 
the government was reaction 
the nearly $300,000 remodeling, repair, 
and painting project nearing comple- 
tion. 

Three mistakes the original design 
the corridors made the repairs nec- 
essary. Although drains had been placed 
the walks for the rains run out, the 
drains were invariably uphill. Then, 
too, the buildings seemed soak 
moisture during the rainy season and 
fairer weather let seep out secret 
reservoirs and flow like tiny waterfalls 
down the walls and through the halls. 
The corridors which are also boulevards 
for bicycles, wheelchairs, wagons, etc., 
then became slippery invitation the 
infirmary for the unwary. The third 
reason was the rotting away the 
metal frames which had been used for 
the screened-in walks, leaving gaping 
holes beckoning myriad pesty, 
buzzing Louisiana insect life. 

Judging from wet feet, things 
didn’t seem have been improved 
the remodeling; went see Monroe 
Stewart, general superintendent for 
Reed Construction Co., Jackson, 
Mississippi. now assured that the 
new cypress-framed screens will keep 
out bugs, and also found out number 
other things which are even 
more interesting. 

What people think about when 
they are offered job the Carville 
Hansenarium? got lot answers 
from Mr. Stewart whose work and 
workers have earned the admiration 
Carville residents. When learned 
his new Carville assignment, went 
see the company’s doctor. Absolutely 
danger you was the answer re- 
ceived. Somewhat reassured but not en- 
tirely convinced went his family 
doctor and received the same answer. 
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Then was Carville-bound and not 
entirely sure how was supposed 
get out the island the Mississippi 
where they had the hospital. 

guess Mr. Stewart learned lot 
his first trip Carville. any rate 
found out that there wasn’t any island 
and that could just drive and 
through the gate. Another thing 
found out was what had happened 
family friend who had just sort dis- 
appeared. That happened while was 
walking around the corridors occasion- 
ally stopping talk with few “em- 
ployees.” When found one these 
“employees” alone walked and 
asked him could get see some 
the patients without embarrassing them. 
was embarrassing moment for him 
when found was talking pa- 
tient. But became mutual joke when 
learned that happened all the time 
and that most the other supposed 
“employees” had talked with were 
patients, too. When turned around 
was face face with Lee Bryan. That 
not the name had known Lee 
years before, but the one which has 
served Lee during his Carville vacation. 

Facts, friend bring them close 
home, and the proof your own eyes 
are great adjusters. Monroe Stewart re- 
turned Mississippi fairly well adjust- 
senarium. Luckily so, because the first 
thing ran against was incred- 
ulous friend whose leprophobia had 
been stirred harum-scarum tale 
disinfecting vats through which depart- 
ing automobiles visitors must dri- 
ven. This little gem supposedly had the 
authenticity being circulated 
family whose relatives had worked 
Carville. But, having been and seen, 
Mr. Stewart was able contradict these 
stories and reassure the crew that 
recruited. 

its peak there were 175 men the 
job and the whole community was pretty 
well tied with scaffolding, materials, 
and equipment. Things could have got- 
ten pretty well balled 
have become frayed the confusion and 
clamor hadn’t been for the sound 


policy public relations which was put 


into effect Mr. Stewart. was simple. 
Each worker was advised give every 
consideration the patients and “keep 
special lookout for the patients who 
are blind and remember who they are, 
because the way some them walk 
around these corridors you are going 
have hard time knowing that they 
can’t see.” things have turned out 
the work has gone smoothly and will 
completed well before its deadline 
300 work days. More than that, many 
friendships have blossomed between the 
workers and the patients. Not only have 
many the workers been inoculated 
with education, but they have 
passed the word along. During the orien- 
tation exercises Mississippi Southern 
College, Mr. Stewart’s son, Hampton, 
gave five-minute talk his summer’s 
work Carville. 

was the same story when talked 
Jack Elmhurst, general foreman for 
the painting contractor, Louis Welch, 
Baton Rouge. Mr. Elmhurt said, 
have enjoyed working here because 
have found the patients friendly 
and feel that now have whole new 
group friends.” Although Mr, Elm- 
hurst lives only thirty miles away Ba- 
ton Rouge, neither nor any the 
sixty-seven men working under him had 
ever visited Carville before. Speaking for 
his crew, said that they had really be- 
come interested the patients and their 
lives and thought that they had gained 
wholesome understanding Hansen’s 
disease. 


Monroe Stewart and Jack Elmhurst. 

Although the scene remained the 
same, the action sometimes differed. 
patient lays the facts the line for 
mason while lays one brick solidly 
upon another. the tableau was re- 
versed and see group painters 


SPEAKING REHABILITATION 


Dr. John Ludington (left), Dr. Homer 
Kempfer rear), and Dr. Romaine Mackie. 


Visiting Carville for several days 
October, Dr. John Ludington, indus- 
trial arts education specialist; Dr. Homer 
Kempfer, adult education 
and Dr. Romaine Mackie, specialist 
education exceptional, handicapped 
children, discussed with patients and 
staff methods for setting education 
and rehabilitation program within the 
community itself. The visit the three 
representatives from the office educa- 
tion Washington, who emphasized 
that things were only the talking 
stage, stems from plans for industrial 
arts program drawn Rick- 
man, Jr., over year ago consultation 
with some Louisiana’s leading edu- 
cators. 

the plan developed will give 
patients opportunity receive train- 
ing during their years hospitalization 
and will decrease the length their 
post-discharge training period. 


PLASTER SURGERY 


surrounding Carvillian and asking 
him the why, where, when, and hows. 
Now with the curtain about come 
down, the actors will have chance 
switch their roles construction work- 
ers. Monroe Stewart will recall the role 
Paul Revere and return home to. pre- 
pare the folks the old home town 
for the coming, not the Redcoats but 
his friend Lee. said, “My home 
will open him.” 

And say our dear “Uncle” 
Washington you” for this oppor- 
tunity win friends and educate peo- 
ple. yes, and send some rubbers for 
wet feet and please, please, just 
tint green save eyes from the 
glare that white paint. 


“Dr. Day” Discusses HANSEN’S DIS- 
EASE—We have very earnest mes- 
sage today, try overcome miscon- 
ceptions about Hansen’s disease, etc. 
etc. Friday’s subject will DAN- 
DRUFF. 

From the Brisbane, Australia, 


Telegraph, June 21, 1950 


Global Glimpses 


VIRGIN ISLANDS— 

For several years patients the St. 
Croix Hansenarium have been seeking 
transfer Carville. first this appeal 
was made for six patients, but now the 
total has been swelled twelve who 
are willing leave their families and 
friends order get better treatment 
and some day regain their health. 

effort bring this change 
about, series letters was published 
the newspapers which told in- 
sufficient medical, dental and nursing 
care and lack medication, and 
brought the following comment from 
the July issue the West End News, 
St. Croix newspaper, 
thought that the drug which had been 
helping cure leprosy patients rap- 
idly was still being administered, but 
does not appear that way, and the 
moment these people appear 
such disgruntled frame mind some- 
thing will have done help them 
regain their peace mind and confi- 
dence those placed over them.” 


Besides this meagerness treatment, 
possibly the straw that 
camel’s back was the censorship 
their reading material. Their copies 
the West End News had choice articles 
cut out before they were delivered 
the patients and, all things, oc- 
casion, they were denied the right 
read THE STAR. 


reviewing some the correspond- 
ence the issue transferring the St. 
Croix patients, found letter 
Governor Morris Castro the 
Virgin Islands who reminded 
tients previous effort transfer 
them Carville which was blocked 
the Public Health Service. The 
Governor went say, looking 
into the matter again and will review 
the facts and see what can done but, 
view the attitude the Public 
Health Service that time, doubt 
whether anything can accomplished 
now.” 


The judge from 
letter Dr. Hunt, Medical Di- 
rector, Chief, Division Hospitals 
standing pat, “Since the Public Health 
Service does not exercise jurisdiction 
over the St. Croix leprosarium, regret 
advise you that compliance with 
your request not possible.” But Dr. 
Hunt leaves loop hole for the patients 
saying, “In the con- 
tinue feel you now and find 
possible present yourselves the 
hospital Carville some time the 
future, the Medical Officer Charge 
that hospital will have objections 
accepting you for treatment found 


suitable cases.” 


Articles the West End News imply 
that employees the St. Croix hospital 
have been the center many the 
complaints, and have opposed any 
exodus patients which might change 
the status the hospital and influ- 
ence the continuance their jobs. 
view this avail ourselves one 
more quotation from that newspaper, 
felt certain official quarters that 
these people, because the very nature 
their ailment, are never satisfied with 
what done for them. Yet they have 
time and again manifested their grati- 
tude for kindness extended them.” 

“In view their ailment” Hah! And 
they say that we’re not special class. 


MEXICO—Ruth Watt Mulvey, writing 
the July 15, issue the Houston 
Chronicle says that there are 1142 
children with Hansen’s disease Mex- 
ico and that considerable attention 
being directed towards the care 
children, the measures now being 
considered the Mexican Govern- 
ment alleviate Hansen’s disease. Her 
article includes the report recent 
innovation for some these youngsters. 

Boy Scout troop with sixty members 
has recently been formed the Zoquia- 
pan Hansenarium. was organized 
Dr. David Glusker, one the out- 
standing foreign physicians practicing 
Mexico, who has created mild uproar 
trying get lumber, tools and other 
items for the troop. “It has become the 
fashion among the American colonists 
and diplomatic set give cocktail 
parties with admission price set one 
hammer, chisel, saw, some other 
tool.” 


contest, who was voted the most popular 
Wave the Naval Hospital Ports- 
mouth, H., has become Marist 
nun. She was born Frances Lofy 
Milwaukee less than quarter-century 
ago, and has flown Spanishtown, 
Jamaica, serve the hospital for 
Hansen’s disease patients, operated 
the Missionary Sisters the Society 
Mary (Marists) 


The Marist order very progressive 
its acceptance change name. 
Sister Mary Augustine, Editor the 
Marist Mission writes, “You will 
interested know that the name our 
changed ‘Hansen’s Home’, which 
brings two our colonies into line 
(Makogai being changed last year). 
will see what can about the 
Solomons time goes on.” 
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WINGS OVER CARVILLE 


From right, Leverett Richards, Ann 
Page THE STAR staff, and Joseph Sulli- 


van. 


The big C-47 twin engine plane swung 
low over the hospital, flashing landing 
lights. The citizens Carville’s Cottage 
Grove, particularly the occupants 
Chateau Simon and Wit’s End, dashed 
the wide open spaces. were not 
frightened, knew Orson Wells’ Men 
from Mars were not approaching. All 
had was flashlight waved that 
around hopes that they would see it. 
“They” being Leverett Richards, 
special feature writer and Aviation Edi- 
tor the Portland Oregonian, and his 
co-pilot, Joseph Sullivan, Flight En- 
gineer American Air Lines, with 
whom had spent several hours that 
day during their visit this hospital, 
September 29. 

Richards, whose articles have appear- 
Reader’s Digest, came here gath- 
firsthand information for series 
three articles for the Sunday Magazine 
Section the Oregonian. The series will 
discuss the social battle against preju- 
dice and ignorance regarding so-called 
“leprosy”; the concluding piece will re- 
port the progress being made along 
these lines Hawaii. 

The aviator-journalist visited Hawaii 
1948 the first scheduled flight 
from Portland Hawaii. flew 
Kalaupapa Settlement the Island 
Molokai. told that that time 
all had known about leprosy was 
what had read the Bible. ad- 
mitted, was scared death.” But 
after meeting Kalaupapa patients, all 
fear was removed, and added, liked 
them.” One patient, Steve Harada, en- 
tered subscription THE STAR for 
him, and that how Leverett Richards 
learned about Carville. 

February this year, Richards re- 
turned Hawaii the first Boeing 
Strato Cruiser make the flight. 
this trip saw revolutionary progress 
the social acceptance Hansen’s 
disease Hawaii and also the medi- 
cal progress the patients under sulfone 
therapy. was deeply impressed the 


THE STAR 


devotion both Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Judd the patients. said, think 
they deserve even more credit than they 
have received.” 


When Richards, Captain the Air 
Force Reserve, reached Dallas, route 
Carville, needed co-pilot con- 
tinue his “training flight.” Sullivan, 
also Air Force Reserve officer, needed 
few more hours flying time for the 
month and had called the airport see 
anyone needed co-pilot. Thus 
was that the two men met. After they 
had begun the flight, Richards told 
Sullivan where they were going. “Good,” 
said Sullivan, “I’ve been wanting 
visit Carville for long time.” 


SPECIAL THE STAR 
Leverett Richards 
Staff Writer, THE OREGONIAN 
Portland, Oregon 


Carville will live memory 
place paradoxes; spot sylvan 
beauty embodying much that the 
finest and best man and medicine— 
surrounded medieval moat su- 
perstitious fear 

The facilities struck the newest 
and best medicine. The patients 
met showed the stamp courage and 
character that seems come from long 
tempering the fires suffering. 

Yet the U.S. attitude toward Hansen’s 
disease, although showing some im- 
provement, reflected the very loca- 
tion the hospital Carville. 

Nothing seems remote those who 
live there. But Carville actually more 
remote and inaccessible from the North- 
west than Kalaupapa Hale Mohalu, 
Hawaii’s enlightened new hospital for 
Hansen’s disease. took fourteen 
hours reach Hale Mohalu from Port- 
land recent trip. actually took 
twenty hours, flying airline 
speeds, get Baton Rouge, and 
another hour road reach Carville, 
although the trip could made 
about sixteen hours. 

Just try find Carville map. 
doesn’t appear any but the most de- 
tailed local road maps. Large scale sec- 
tional aerial charts show located 
bend the Mississippi, surrounded 
symbols signifying swamps. They 
not show road running directly 
Carville. 

finally found Carville listed the 
postal guide, but still couldn’t figure 
out how get until reached 
Baton Rouge. one could tell how 
get there seaplane land plane, 
finally rented car. Since the new 
policy encourage visitors why not 
tell them how get there? 


U.N. DAY OBSERVED 


Staff and patients this hospital participated 
the world wide observance United Nations 
Day, Oct. 14. Raising the U.S. and U.N. Flags 
front the Recreation Building was World 
War veteran. 


LEPROPHOBIA 
PUBLIC HEALTH 


Writing the October, 1950 issue 
the AMERICAN MERCURY magazine, 
presents the readers his article, 
“The Modern Concept Leprosy,” 
contrast between leprophobic thinking, 
the great deterrent from sane attitude 
towards people with Hansen’s disease, 
and the modern public health concept 
which “the (Hansen’s 
tient) might not even sent hos- 
pital.” 

The reasoning behind Dr. Tobey’s 
ideas that Hansen’s disease tropi- 
cal disease which flourishes best hot, 
moist climates; our north temperate 
really public health problem all, 
except two three Gulf Coast states.” 

Dr. Tobey concluded his article, which 
gives quick historical coverage Han- 
sen’s disease, both world-wide and the 
United States, saying there 
justification whatever for lepro- 
phobia. about time got over our 
horror the disease.” 


The United Council Church Wo- 
men, Monroe, Louisiana, heard five 
minute talk Carville given Mrs. 
Flood Madison October 12. 
“That,” said Mrs. Madison, who prom- 
inent American Legion Auxiliary 
circles and who has often visited here, 
“was like trying tell all about the 
five minutes, but made the most 
time.” 


LOOKS BOOKS 


MIRACLE CARVILLE Betty Martin. Edited Evelyn Wells, Doubleday ($3.00) 


This the second series book reviews whose stories deal with Hansen’s disease, Carville patients related subjects. Last 
month reviewed Kellersberger’s Doctor the Happy Landings. 


have been asked dear friend, 
Stanley Stein, editor now 
universally known magazine, THE 
STAR, write review Betty Mar- 
tin’s recently published book,Miracle 
Carville. must admit approach the 
task with good deal trepidation, for 
critic. And so—all can give 
honest opinion very important 
publication. 

Miracle Carville moving story, 
told simply and sincerely Betty Mar- 
tin. When Betty was years old, phy- 
sicians her native New Orleans dis- 
covered she had Hansen’s disease (lepro- 
sy). With one life’s little ironies, 
this discovery was made during the holi- 
day season. 

reactions, when apprised 
her illness, were those any young and 
beautiful Future readers the 
book will find these initial chapters 
full pathos. Bewilderment, rebellion, 
questionings—ending depar- 
ture for the U.S. Marine Hospital 
Carville, Louisiana, our only continen- 
tal 

separation from devoted fami- 
ly, and her fiance, young medical 
student, stark tragedy, was her ar- 
rival the then very primitive Carville. 

Chapters follow dealing honestly with 
the feelings despair, hatred her 
surroundings, indifference toward fel- 
low-patients. Betty admits frankly that 
during those first years she was snob. 

Her engagement was broken.But not 
her heart nor her courage, and gradu- 
ally she made friends among the con- 
genial spirits the hospital, chief 
whom was young man who used the 
name Harry Martin. 

Betty and Harry became engaged and 
decided, after much thought, take 
French leave. have talked this escape 
with Lady Alice, who largely aided 
and abetted Betty and Harry. those 
days absconders had plough through 
weed and brier grown fields reach 
the fabulous “hole the 
maddening steel fence enclosing the hos- 
pital grounds. the river road, Betty 
and Harry were met their fathers, 
and back they sped the longed for 
freedom. 


few years later Betty and Harry 
were married. Still later the two young 
people started business their own. 
But all too soon Harry’s illness attacked 
him violently. Finally, return Car- 
ville seemed the only thing do. So, 


back they went. And then the 
long struggle for Harry’s recovery, and 
the softening and mellowing 
character. 

The years passed and 
brought Betty new friends, more un- 
derstanding her fellow men and wo- 
men. She worked THE STAR, 
that dedicated magazine and its deter- 
mined staff blazed the Light Truth 
about disease the world. 

and prayer paid large dividends. Came 
the Sulfones, Promin, Diasone and 
Company, and patients began recov- 
er,the disease the medicos 
prefer. Harry and Betty, the one- 
time abscondees, were now, alter 
years, them Carville, “arrested” 
tion terms but true. And 

this writer, the title should 
Miracles Carville, the real miracle 
being the sulfone drugs. those who 
know little nothing these messen- 
gers hope and health the helpless 
and ill, Betty tells, part the tale 
their inception and trial. 

writing brief review book, 
must one critical? Possibly one who 
knows Carville from many visits feels 
much still remains told. Betty’s 
book, although its background 
real Carville, subjective, more the story 
Betty and Harry than objective 
picture Carville was when she 
went there for treatment, and 
today. 


One other criticism offered, with 
love, please. have thought for years 
that the use alias—false names— 
patients when entering Carville 
ali wrong. This contradicts, and de- 
gree, nullifies statements doctors and 
scientists, and THE STAR, that 
Hansen’s disease the least communi- 
cable all communicable diseases, that 
not disgraceful disease and hence 
one should ashamed say, 
have it” have had it.” present, 
believe, doctors advise patients use 
their own names when entering Carville. 


But her book, Betty uses aliases 
throughout and the book published 
under alias. Betty still afraid 
have people know she and Harry once 
had Hansen’s disease. Too bad. One 
the finest things President F.D. Roose- 
velt said was, “The only thing fear 
fear congratulate Betty for 


her story and hope that Miracle 
Carville will hop into the best seller 
class and bring about such 
standing disease that will 
longer necesary for patients and 
dischargees conceal their identity. 
Florence Cope Maurice 

New Orleans, La. 


Review 
Reviews 


The reviews Miracle Carville, 
they appear the nation’s press, are 
eagerly awaited and read with intense 

Miracle has made the New York 
Times (October 22) and that, the 
heyday vaudeville, would equiv- 
valent playing the Palace. The New 
York Times reviewer, Dr. Frank 
Slaughter, author Medicines for Mod- 
erns, impressed the crusading 
spirit the book that speaking 
the attitudes ancient times toward 
tice, for all our progress, has sometimes 
not been much more humane.” Dr. 
Slaughter described Miracle “an ex- 
citing, suspense-filled account human 
hopes, temporary defeat, heartbreak, 
and final triumph.” 

Ellen Hart Smith’s review 
New York Herald Tribune (November 
said, book which profes- 
sional people, all kinds professional 
people, certainly should read; might 
seem better educate this group be- 
fore the wild-eyed laity start diagnosing 
their neighbor’s poison ivy acne ro- 
sadea Hansen’s disease. long also 
the means (however difficult) 
communication are not known Mrs. 
Martin’s millennium will delayed 
arriving. But she has made effective 
start.” 

Newsweek’s (October 23) full page 
review Miracle Carville was 
educational contribution itself, ex- 
cept for the caption (that odious word 
again). seems that the title writers 
not read the articles they title, 
merely skim them. 

Collins The Houston, Texas, 
12) described 
Miracle “the type story that one 
usually tinds fiction, yet genu- 
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down’ category books. The story 
stirring that readers will have 
ficulty not joining the battle for 
humane treatment tor victims Han- 

was natural that New Orleans 
columnists should give book 
special attention, and even more that 
Carville’s Number One friend the 
press, Ken Gormin the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, should review Miracle. 
Who can report the Carville saga 
better than Ken. 

his review (Times-Picayune Oc- 
tober 22), Ken wrote, “Miracle Car- 
ville tale hope for millions with 
disease. relates with dig- 
nity and beauty the faith those sick 
who refuse succumb though blinded 
honestly and factually the inhuman 
treatment that has made the sick hunted 
and haunted people. She shows clearly 
how unnecessary segregation many 
sick has warped their lives.” 

Pie Dufour’s Mode column, 
Times-Picayune (October 22) predicted 
that Miracle Carville will sweep the 
nation. 

The New Orleans reviewer, 
Hermann Deutsch, read Miracle Car- 
ville during enforced two weeks hos- 
most receptive frame mind and his re- 
view the (October 27) showed 
deep undestanding. Mr. Deutsch describ- 
continuing wrote “Mir- 
acle Carville human document, 
which carries more emotional im- 
pact than acres scientific treatises, 
hectares he-and-she fiction,and entire 
township sites casually bedizened ‘bio- 
graphies’.” 

Mr. Deutsch gave colorful and in- 
teresting account the story behind 
the story. “When Betty Martin complet- 
her soul-searching manuscript, she 
had notion what with it. 
she appealed Ken Gormin the 
Times-Picayune for information. 
suggested she consult Father Murphy— 
author note his own account. 
sent her his own literary agent, 


Mrs. Robert Crager, her Basement 
Bookshop. 


“Betty and Harry left the manuscript 
with her, and Mrs. Crager read 
breathlessly, single night. She didn’t 
wait for the mails. She telephoned Lee 
Baron Barker, executive editor Dou- 
bleday and tell him her find. 

“Both she and Lee Barker agreed the 
manuscript would have edited. 
Evelyn Wells was chosen for this task. 
But not even Evelyn Wells 
met ‘Betty Martin’ knows who she 
is. Mrs. Wells came New Orleans and 
stayed the Crager home Metairie, 


THE STAR 


motoring the river road Carville 
familiarize herself with 
ground. Her contribution the work 
largely one reorganizing the material. 
The story unmistakably and 
alone. 


“That fact, alas, has tragic implica- 
tions, for like the child she might have 
borne Carville, her book was taken 
from her the moment birth. Still 
living under assumed name lest she 
and her husband fall under the stigma 
having been discharged from ‘that 
place’, she can tell one with diffident 
pride author his firstling: “This 
book.’ Not for her the autograph 
parties, the smug ‘talks’ before women’s 
clubs with bargains advance 
how many books would sold the 
meeting, not for her the fluttering moths 
and the occasional bull butterflies before 
whom author may smirk con- 
Not for her the col- 
reviewers, radio commenta- 
tors and the like, the hope snatch- 
Should she pause and see bookstore 
window with special display her 
firstling its handsome Carville dust 
jacket, she won’t shrink bashfully into 
the very center the limelight, hoping 
recognized. 


“But five will get you ten that doesn’t 
stop her. Not after what she and her 
husband have been through, and may 
still enduring. hat’s permanently 
off Martin’ long may she 
wave.” 

“Without benefit rehabilitation” 
and without direct answers such ques- 
tions from potential 
“Where have you been working? Ref- 
erences? etc. etc,”, Betty and Harry Mar- 
tin, like many other discharged Carville 
patients, have found going rough the 
busy work-a-day world. However, 
their case there has been 
miracle the reviews which foretell 
success, indicating more comfortable 
future for the Martins. 


fitting that the first book pub- 
lished which Carville the locale 
should have been written one 


our ex-patients, ex-member our 
STAR staff. 


There new volume the book 
shelf THE STAR office. 
autographed copy Miracle Carville 
which Betty wrote “To the STAR 
staff. Keep the good work the 
publication that launched Miracle 
Carville.” 


Warmest congratulations “Bettina” 
from your old coworkers and sweeping 
salaam Evelyn Wells for first-rate 
job editing. 


S.S. 


MIRACLE INSPIRES EDUCATION 


“Old grad” Betty Martin’s Miracle 
Carville prompted talk Carville 
Mrs. John Tims, New Orleans, 
the Roosevelt Hotel during the an- 
nual convention the Louisiana Fed- 
eration Women’s Clubs. 

Armed with copies the book, 
STARs and personal knowledge gained 
her many visits here, Mrs. Tims, 
Carville’s devoted friend and champion, 
told the guests about this hospital and 
the work being done here. Attacking 
the attitude she said most people have 
toward Hansen’s disease, Mrs. Tims 
said little effort their part ac- 
quire knowledge about the malady, and 
understanding, would wipe out their 
notions. 

Preceding the Women’s Club meeting 
two days, T.H. Rickman, Jr., Direc- 
tor Community Activities this hosp- 
ital, addressed the New Orleans Opti- 
mist Club their luncheon meeting. 
Mr. Rickman gave general picture 
Carville. said the patients were well 
provided for material things, but 
need “love and affection.” this need, 
Mrs. Tims, also speaker the lunch- 
eon, added “understanding”, and took 
that for the theme her talk. Mrs. 
Tims praised the work THE STAR 
and gave each guest 
blank. This subtle hint brought more 
than score subs. 

Mrs. Tess Crager, New Orleans liter- 
ary agent, explained the background 
Miracle and how was written and 
published. 

While the city, Mr. Rickman was 
interviewed Mel Leavitt, WDSU 
sports and special events director. The 
interview was transcribed and broadcast 
the book and Mr. Rickman seized the 
opportunity correct certain miscon- 
ceptions about Hansen’s disease. The 
whirlwind informational campaign 
was climaxed with three minute 
appearance. 


Mary Margaret McBride’s crowded 
hour WABC, New York, made room 
for interview with Evelyn Wells 
Nov. This program does not reach 
Carville, but reports are that Mrs. Wells 
was “wonderful”, giving the human in- 
terest background Miracle and its 
author and plugging THE STAR. 

Readers’ Digest has bought the 
Miracle and will run 
illustrations from photographs Car- 
ville THE “flash for cash,” 
Harris. 


When you reading LHE 


will you please help passing 
one your triends. 
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Dr. 


Another valuable member our res- 
ident medical staff has 
Carville’s popular Dr. William 
Meyer (above) has been loaned the 
Public Health Service the Lou- 
isiana State Board Health and 
October Dr. Meyer and his family moved 
New Orleans where reported for 
his new assignment. 

Dr. Meyer greatly missed the pa- 
tients here whom served for the past 
three years with steadfast devotion 
duty. was the “work horse” the 
staff, mistake about that, covering 
lot ground with long strides, but 
seemingly never hurry. one 
the patients put it, Dr. Meyer was never 
too busy talk you, and give help 
and advice, whether your problem was 
medical personal. Dr. Meyer had his 
office the second floor (men’s floor) 
the Infirmary and was charge 
the men patients. Every morning there 
was long line patients, men and wo- 
men, waiting his office door see 
him. Each patient received personal at- 
tention,and thorough examination 
were needed. Dr. Meyer would get the 
job done, matter how long took, 
and then make his rounds the Infir- 
mary. was usually the first doctor 
get work the morning and the last 
one leave the evening. 

asked one the nurses the 
floor, “What you think Dr. Meyer’s 
work here?” She replied, “He’s too 
good.” asked patient orderly 
duty the men’s clinic, “Did Dr. Meyer 
any work here?” “Work? should 
say did,” flashed back. “He did 
not tell what do, did it.” And 
was practically every department 
this hospital. 

native Illinois and graduate 
Rush Medical College, Dr. Meyer has 
been with the Public Health Service 
since 1928. came Carville De- 
cember 1947, directly from Honolulu 
where served District Medical Of- 
ficer the 14th Coast Guard. From 
1932 1937 was stationed the 


South Pacific, his duties taking him 
Samoa, Fiji, and other islands where 
observed and studied 
diseases. saw some cases Hansen’s 
disease but had had experience with 
until came Carville. have 
gained much knowledge here,” de- 
clared, “and have become intensely 
interested this work.” 

Dr. Meyer said that thinks the 
sulfones are doing very good job but, 
“They are not the answer yet.” be- 
lieves that the use Cortisone will ac- 
complish great deal here, particularly 
eye lesions and acute reactions. His 
interest such new drugs Cortisone 
typical Dr. Myer’s attitude treat- 
ing Hansen’s disease. Another indication 
his progressive attitude, one which 
patients often commented, was the fact 
that did not attribute, everything 
H.D. but realized that H.D. patients 
might have some ailment not connected 
with the major one, prescribed 
accordingly. 


When questioned controversial 
points, and there are many Hansen’s 
disease, Dr. Meyer never straddled the 
fence. feels very strongly that the 
use the odious word leprosy, still 
accepted officially scientific term, 
and its even more odious companion, 
should eliminated. Dr. Meyer 
has gone record with this statement: 
“There doubt mind that 
changing the name would add im- 
measurably the morale and self re- 
spect those who are afflicted, since 
would remove them from the ancient 
superstitions, traditions 
which are inseparably connected with 
the word ‘leprosy’ but which the disease 
itself does not deserve. 


“Whether call the condition Han- 
sen’s disease, Hansenosis, globiosis 
some other designation makes very little 
difference since the elimination the 
word ‘leprosy’ would remove the stigma 
which that word always carries with it. 
This would permit more humane 
handling these cases their own 
communities and undoubtedly would 
encourage the early cases report 
medical centers for treatment instead 
hiding themselves from society and gen- 
eral medical care the case not only 
this country but all over the world 
the present time. 


very definitely opposed the 
use the word ‘leper’ and, opin- 
ion, would most difficult elimi- 
nate, unless leprosy also eliminated 
from all writings and conversation. The 
word ‘leper’ offensive and obnoxious 
applied the patient with Hanseno- 


sis. unnecessary, unjust, and 
hateful word which commonly in- 
terpreted the layman meaning 
morally unclean depraved individual 
and therefore carries with definite 
social stigma which the nature Han- 
sen’s disease does not justify. Every ef- 
fort should made have ‘leper’ 
stricken from the English 
cause the undeserved insults which 
the word heaps all those suffering 
from chronic disease which should 
treated the same category that 
tuberculosis, arthritis, syphilis and other 
disease conditions. The general public 
must educated the truth the 
disease and its terminology.” 


Coming almost the heels Dr. 
Erickson’s departure (STAR, September 
1950), Dr. Meyer’s transfer has broken 
tients, particularly old-timers, feel was 
the best medical staff the history 
this hospital. However, 
Erickson’s case, there some consolation 
the knowledge that Dr. Meyer will 
continue his work the field Han- 
disease. has been assigned the 
Louisiana State Board Health head 
statewide Hansen’s program early 
case finding, early treatment and edu- 
cation. They could not have found 
better man. 


Dr. Meyer now carrying out pre- 
liminary work and will establish weekly 
clinics the Marine Hospital 
New Orleans treat certain cases au- 
thorities agree need not hospitalized. 
The over-all program will conducted 
the State and Federal health services. 
Dr. S.J. Phillips, president the Louisi- 
ana State Board Health, has shown 
special interest the Hansen’s disease 
program. 


There has been mention that Dr. Myer 
requested transfer from Carville. 
Asked about this said, did but 
not until learned about the new 
policy rotating doctors Carville. 
requested the Louisiana assignment 
because interested continuing 
work Hansen’s disease. for 
leaving Carville, have enjoyed working 
with the patients here, fact, spoke 
Dr. Anderson (Assistant Surgeon Gen- 
eral) about staying here for the rest 
medical career but said, ‘no’.” 
Dr. Myer said, “If cannot continue 
this work after two years with Dr. 
Phillips are up, plan South 
America where can. But, course, 
the Service will consider applica- 
tion, would prefer return Car- 
ville.” 
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Dr. Frederick Johansen, right, 
was proudly introducing his handsome 
nephew, Dr. Robert Johansen, San 
Francisco, staff and patients when 
spent the day here October 27. 
Young Dr. Jo, graduate the Univer- 
sity California Medical School has 
been serving residency surgery 
the University’s hospital, but he’s 
the Navy now, loan the Army. 
has received orders report Let- 
terman General Hospital, San Francisco. 
was Carville twenty-three years 
ago, youngster, and again twelve 
years ago visiting uncle and aunt 
the station, but this the first time 
have been through the hospital,” said 
Dr. “Bob,” who great admirer 
his Uncle Fred. heard our 
read his paper therapy the 
recent A.M.A. convention, San Francis- 
co, and thought was “outstanding.” 

When the senior Dr. presented his 
nephew our chief nurse, Sister Teresa, 
she said, looks like you, Dr. 
Jo.” Dr. beamed then the candid Sis- 
ter Teresa added, “Like you did when 
you arrived here twenty-six years ago.” 


NEWCOMERS STAFF 


The most recent addition our res- 
ident medical staff Dr. R.P. Grimm 
who arrived October from Fort 
Worth, Texas, where was duty 
the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital. 

special importance the appoint- 
ment Dr. James Allen consul- 
tant the eye, ear, nose and throat 
clinic. Dr. Allen professor oph- 


thalmalogy Tulane University, 


Orleans. will hold weekly clinics 
here. 


P.H.S. NURSES TRAIN HERE 


U.S. Public Health Service Nurses, 
Miss Virginia Keating and Miss Edith 
Wilkinson who have been duty re- 
cently U.S. Marine Hospital, Staten 
Island, N.Y., arrived here November 
for four months special training 
the care Hansen’s disease patients. 
The P.H.S. began this training pro- 
gram 1946 and since that time twenty 
nurses have come Carville for this 
special course, supervised our chief 
nurse, Sister Teresa Kelly. 


THE STAR 


CARVILLE FRENCH QUARTER 


Left Ella Young, Laura Breese, 
Jennie Stokes, (seated) Lillian Edwards 

“After rooming with Lillian for 
year, figured there were two things 
had see—the New Orleans’ French 
Quarter and Carville.” and 
hoop doo. Those words Laura 
Breese mean that Carville has arrived 
mecca for tourists. 

Miss Breese, Public Health Nurse 
pleasure trip around the United 
States, was one four visitors Car- 
ville October 9th. The Carville 
Chamber Commerce representative 
who given credit for generating all 
this enthusiasm for visiting Carville 
Miss Lillian Edwards, who Baton 
Rouge’s City-Parish Health Educator. 
Miss Edwards meets with professional 
and lay groups discuss health prob- 
lems and holds the only post that 
kind local level the state, 
tribute the progressive strides being 
made Baton Rouge. 

Miss Edwards and Miss Breese met 
the University North Carolina during 
the 1949-50 term while both were at- 
tending the School Public Health. 
Working for her Master’s degree, Miss 
Edwards, prompted visit Car- 
ville year ago, wrote term paper 
titled, Disease and its Social 
Implications.” The paper was based 
information from THE STAR and 
Public Health reports. 

Laura Breese got into the act when 
she was asked edit the term paper. 
Ordinarily you would think mild 
subject for someone who had spent six 
years the excitement the atomic 
city, Oak Ridge, Tenn., which she saw 
grow from unpaved city mud 
bustling center world interest. But 
Miss Breese found that has some- 
thing magnetic force itself and has 
now realized her desire visit Carville 
—making side trip the French 
Quarter. 

Accompanying the duo were Miss 
Ella Young, graduate L.S.U., 
now working chemist the S.O. 
corporation Baton Rouge and Miss 
Jennie Stokes, City-Parish health 
nurse engaged child health, mater- 
nity conferences and tuberculosis hos- 
pitalization work. Strangely enough 


they too have been trying find op- 
portunity visit Carville. 

And say all who are tempted 
the tantalizing tales the exotic 
French Quarter—let’s really live danger- 
ously—to heck with the usual dull 
tourist spots—let’s visit Carville. 


LIONS ACTIVE 


Point Clair Lions put much zing 
into their doings that someone remark- 
ed, “Those fellows must drinking 
some magic potion”, which one 
the local Lions roared, “We do, it’s 
called Lionade.” Whatever is, the 
various committees the Point Clair 
Lions Club, appointed Prexy Fred 
Smith, are working enthusiastically and 
well, with action their keynote. 

But all work and play makes even 
Lion dull, November 12, our 
Lions took the Lakeshore Lions Club 
Baton Rouge interclub golf 
match played the local links. 

The Point Clair Lions will have 
Deputy District Governor Robert Lee, 
Baton Rouge, their guest the No- 
vember meeting and Sunday, No- 
vember 19, special meeting, they 
will renew acquaintance with District 
Governor, Dr. Feder and Cabinet 
Secretary-Treasurer William Jennings, 
Hammond, who were here for Charter 
Night. 

Point Clair Lions will sponsor at- 
traction unusual interest here 
Wednesday evening, November 29, 
when group artists from the Opera 
Department Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, directed Ralph Errolle, will 
present program numbers from 
Light Opera, Grand Opera and popular 
music better class. 


STAR PARTY 


Sunday, December 7:30 P.M.— 
Ballroom, the date, time and place 
THE annual community Christ- 
mas party and tree which the entire 
patient body invited. This gala event 
usually attracts scores visitors. This 
year’s affair sponored the employ- 
ees the Louisiana branch Southern 
Bell Telephone Co. and many the 
Louisiana “belles” will hostesses 
person. The girls certain offices 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. Chi- 
cago, under the chairmanship Mrs. 
Edith Holmes who inaugurated this par- 
and the girls the Campbell Soup 
Co., Chicago, under the chairmanship 
Miss Mae Fitzgerald, are taking their 
usual active and generous part plan- 
ning the party. Baton Rouge Voiture 
340, Forty and Eight, the Optimist Club, 
New Orleans, and other groups are 
operating. 


THE DOCTORS JOHANSEN 


Challenge 


Every patient who ready for dis- 
charge should have right return 
his normal place society. That was 
the theme speech delivered 
Lawrence Judd dinner-meeting 
the Kaimuki Lions Club Hale 
Mohalu. This statement much any 
other seems typify three-point pro- 
gram education, treatment, and reha- 
bilitation, which the division hos- 
pitals and settlement the Territory 
Hawaii Board Health has been 
pushing. The result, according the 
New York Times, that “More progress 
has been made Hawaii regarding 
Hansen’s disease the past ten years 
than the preceding 6,000 years.” 

Looking through THE file 
Hawaii, found full evidence 
the stepped-up educational program 
wealth clippings from 
newspapers. chronological reading 
the clippings shows steady march 
progress, first public awareness, 
followed reform and “opened- 
door” visitors, which probably made 
the move the mainland and 
Hale Mohalu. 

Mr. Judd has been the spirit behind 
the publicity and change. appar- 
ently saw from the beginning the im- 
portance visitors. phrases it, 
“It has always appeared that 
there better way educate the 
public than have them actually see 
what are trying accomplish. 

The stimulation interest Han- 
sen’s disease through civic organizations 
has been focal point. This empha- 
sized very clearly THE 
latest letter from Mr. Judd, excerpts 
from which follow: “The Junior Cham- 
ber Commerce Honolulu start- 
ing take quite interest the 
Hansen’s disease program. committee 
from the Chamber had lunch with 
Hale Mohalu October and the 
same committee visited the Kalaupapa 
settlement October 14. The Junior 
Chamber Commerce interested 


our problem and through these visits 


will better acquainted with what 
are attempting. 

“Last evening (October 17) Hale 
Mohalu was memorable one. The 
entire Kaimuki Lions Club Honolulu 
held dinner-meeting Hale Mohalu 
the McInerny community hall. Also 
present the meeting and partaking 
the dinner were all the Hale Mohalu 
patients. Also, six members the Kalau- 
papa Lions Club were there. don’t 
have exact count, but -presume 
nearly one hundred guests were present. 
The chief our medical services, Dr. 
Edwin Chung-Hoon, and made 


short talks. Speeches were also made 
patient-representative from Hale Mo- 
halu and another from Kalaupapa. 

“Next month expect have one 
two the Lions Clubs with 
Hale Mohalu for dinner-meeting. 
also plan Hawaiian feast (luau) for 
November 18, celebrating our first year 
Hale Mohalu. 

“Last month had meeting 
Hale Mohalu for the Kiwanis wind- 
ward Oahu group. that occasion the 
club members brought their wives with 
them. The results the educational 
drive and the importance the activi- 
ties outlined the letter were ably 
expressed speakers the October 
Lions dinner who said, meeting 
Hale Mohalu, especially dinner meet- 
ing, would have been impossible few 
years ago because public opinion.” 

Education has been extended beyond 
the patient-meets-public stage 
been augmented official publications 
the Territorial Board Health. 
section the Board’s 100th Anniversary 
Report given over Hansen’s disease. 
Fallacies About Hansen’s 
officially indicates the change the 
attitude the Territorial government. 
“Hansen’s disease can controlled 
when handled public health 
problem and not response popular 
fears and superstitions. The new-found 
drugs have not only changed seeming- 
incurable disease one that promises 
highly curable but have also 
brought about change method from 
‘putting the patient away for life’ 
program control similar that used 
other infectious diseases.” 


vocational rehabilitation which 
the pamphlet terms final step” 
the management the disease which 
particularly interests us. busy program 
under way now developing this 
goal. The first step their plans for 
rehabilitation would seem 
abolishing the feeling ostracism. 
This being done bringing visitors 
the community and scheduling 
regular bus trips around the island and 
through Honolulu for the patients. Sec- 
ondly, there the recreational and occu- 
pational therapy program 
designed keep the patient active and 
interested. this line, land has been 
acquired where swimming and fishing 
facilities will developed patient 
project. Nor education 
gotten with both elementary and high 
school courses being held. 

What will all this lead to? The final 
end rehabilitation must be, Mr. 
Judd pointed out, that every patient 


able return his place society. 
The this realization 
great problem the United States 
However, the Territory seems under- 
stand more fully its responsibility the 
matter and see more clearly the ini- 
the solution the problem. 
Mr. Judd phrases it, “This principle 
begins home. prove it, have 
just been able get discharged pa- 


tient classified under civil service and 
hired Hale Mohalu employe.” 


REPORT FROM HAWAII 


Here brief the latest information 
staff changes and patient activities 
Hawaii. 

Kalaupapa has new medical di- 
rector, Dr. Caver. 


Hale Mohalu now has full-time 
dietician, Mrs. Velma Anthony, who 
will relieve the institution administra- 
or, Mr. Hercules Mendonca, that 

Instruction crafts now being of- 
fered Miss Ruth Turner, 
cupational therapist, who divides her 
time between Kalaupapa and Hale 
Mohalu. 


The Hale Mohalu public school 
doing very well indeed under the able 
leadership its teacher, Mrs. Mae 
Keaka. They have sixteen students 
the various grades, including two who 
are taking high school courses. 


Mr. Barry Suyemoto, graduate the 
University Hawaii, has been added 
the staff recreational director and 
will divide his time between Kalaupapa 
and Hale Mohalu. The plan calls for the 
addition patient-assistants who will 
give the recreational program continu- 
ity while Mr. Suyemoto busy the 
other community. Mr. Suyemoto has 
also taken over editor Hale 
Mohalu News, mimeographed paper. 


the field community activities, 
the patients Hale Mohalu have 
formed the “Momi Community Club.” 
hear that they have elected officers 
and are functioning smoothly. They are 
financing their projects from the opera- 
tion canteen, which sells soft drinks, 
cigarettes, etc. 


The Kalaupapa Lions Club held 
three-day carnival October 20, 21, 
and 22, with dance the Music 
was furnished large orchestra which 
the club brought airplane from 
Honolulu. 


October also marked the formation 
Girl Scout troop 
Hale Mohalu. 
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KEY PITT SPORTS 


The first annual Point Clair Invita- 
tional Golf Tournament was held 
Sunday, October 29. Given some fine 
promotional publicity Bill Williams, 
sports columnist the Baton Rouge 
State Times, and George golf 
writer for the New Orleans the 
tourney drew field thirty-four partic- 
ipants. Nine the golfers made the 
ninety-mile trip from New Orleans 
while five came from Baton Rouge 
compete the matches. Twenty patients 
completed the qualifying field for the 
one-day meet which was directed 
Henry Thomas, pro the New Orleans 
City Park Club, for its sponsor, the Pa- 
tients’ Federation. 


was hard squeeze into the 
toothpaste back into the tube. Two 
hardy Point Clair competitors, Sam Fa- 
mao and Dee Garcia, managed sand- 
wich themselves into the torridly con- 
tested grouping though and got squeezed 
right out again. Winner the flight 
was Layton Fernandez, the New Or- 
leans City Park club, who ousted Donald 
Parks two and one the finals take 
top spot the tourney. 

Parks, freshman from LSU, won 
medalist honors with two-under par 
for the qualifying nine holes. 


ho. Did show them when 
play started the first flight. Six Point 
Clair golfers monopolized the eight 
posts that field with fifteen year old 
Bert Wood, who learned play golf 
the local links, taking home the blue 
ribbon. 


Bert received his first intructions 
the fairways under the patient hand 
Cap Hernandez, who also qualified for 
the first flight and was eliminated the 
finalist, C.R. Munson, two and one. 
was case pupil getting few 
sweet licks for the teacher when Bert 
defeated Munson the finals, two and 
one, take the first the three slices 
cut Point Clair golfers off the champ- 
ionship loaf. 


Wood mustered all the skill gained 
his one year golf match the ex- 
perience seasoned campaigners 
Kent and Anita, both former 
champs. Not only was Bert the hero 
the gallery but the other golfers, 
and when the time came for the distri- 
bution the more than $140 worth 
prizes, the two golfers, Henry Armatis, 
winner the second flight, and Fer- 
nandez, who were favored the draw, 
passed the giant trophy leaving 
for the youngest champ. 

Point Clair golfers swept the title 
and runner-up spots both the third 
and fourth flights. the third division 
Ralph Brown took “Pancho” Vallejo 
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into camp one up. Orantia duplicated 
the one-up feat take the fourth flight. 


full share credit must given 
Bee Martinez, Sports Commissioner, 
for the Patients’ Federation, and Tom 
Rickman, Director Community Activ- 
ities, for providing good one-two 
punch getting things done the lo- 
cal scene. From reports gathered from 
all quarters would seem that the suc- 
cess this venture laid the groundwork 
for the continuance the tournament 
next year. fact the contestants, well- 
fed from their box lunches served under 
the oaks and loaded with loot, were 
ready sign the spot. 


ARMISTICE DAY OBSERVED 


The first cold blasts winter would 
have threatened the enthusiasm any 
less staunch participants Carville’s 
Armistice day celebrations than our old 
faithfuls, Frank Nesom and B.L. Spann. 
Arriving before eight the morning 
with Albert Steinbach who has served 
chief chef the barbeque pit for the 
last two years, these three members 
Baton Rouge Voiture 340, Forty Eight, 
stood all day vigil over the choice 
steer which was the piece resistance 
the annual outdoor feast sponsored 
the local American Legion Post. But 
the time the meat was ready for serv- 
ing, the falling temperature had driven 
the diners into the cafeteria where there 
was plenty hot coffee warm the 
marrow their bones. The steer was 
furnished Messrs. Polk and 
who are continuing this custom since 
taking over the cattle interests the late 
Harry Nelson, whose Plantation estate 
shares “the Point” with us. 


golf tournament and dance com- 
pleted the dawn-to-midnight festivities 
which the entire patient body took 
part. 


Bert Wood was crowned 
champ the American Legion 
tournament during 
monies the dance. Roy Anthony and 
his New Orleans orchestra furnished the 
music for the dance, which was made 
possible through generous donation 
the Disabled American Veterans Auxi- 
liary through their National Hospital 
Chairman, Mrs. Florence Green, Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan. 


Thanksgiving, day remember- 
ance, gratitude and rejoicing will 
marked this hospital special serv- 
ices both Catholic 
Chapels. noon, the traditional turkey 
and all the fixings will served the 
patients’ cafeteria. That evening the 
local unit the American Legion Aux- 
iliary will entertain the patients with 
game party the ballroom. 


BATON ROUGE AMVETS HOSTS 


Fourteen Carville veterans the sec- 
ond World War were sworn into the 
AMVETS, Sunday, November 
informal meeting and dinner sponsored 
Foss-Landry Post No. Baton 
Rouge, and its auxiliary. The party, 
arranged Mrs. Walter Harville and 
Mrs. Arnold Harr, was held for the vets, 
their dates, and THE STAR staff, all 
whom were treated tremendous box 
lunch which featured fried chicken. 


Speakers the meeting were Frank 
Kent, state commander, and Bill Blake, 
commander the Foss-Landry No. 
Post. They let Carville pro- 
ject being planned the AMVETS 
produce movie this commu- 
nity and its activities. Mrs. Carolyn 
Slaughter,past state auxiliary president, 
was among the nineteen visitors and 
announced that the auxiliary had 
nationwide project have each auxil- 
iary unit place least one STAR sub- 
scription library, hospital, school. 


DANCE HAS SPIRITS 


Witches, black cats and ghosts chuck- 
ling gleefully, clanked their chains and 
beat merry tune the bared ribs 
skeletons dragged from the closet for 
the Halloween dance where the super- 
natural reigned supreme. 


Speaking about beasts, clank, clank, 
clank, Tommy Crews and his orchestra 
sambad, waltzed, and rocked with 
solid beat jive from eight till exhaus- 
tion. 


The tremendous job decorating 
the ballroom and organizing the festiv- 
ities have earned wide praise for Dot 
Kent and her entertainment committee, 
and Mary Priebe, Recreational Interne. 
The refreshments? Who else but that 
old faithful— (oh, oh, can’t get 
tongue work after hanging out all 
Mrs. Dayries. Hattie made 
all the sandwiches from 
which was prepared, 
through the cooperation Mike Acosta, 
Point Clair chairman, Voiture 340, 
Forty Eight, and the cooperation 
the Nicholson Unit, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Baton Rouge. 


* 


Past national president the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Charles Gil- 
bert Norwich, Connecticut and Mr. 
Gilbert were surprise callers October. 
They were motoring home from Los 
Angeles where they attended the Le- 
gion’s National Convention. was dur- 
ing Mrs. Gilbert’s administration that 
the auxiliary gave this hospital the 
station wagons which have proved such 
blessing the patients. 
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the laboratory used evaluating new leprosy drugs, 
including the sulfone drugs, short periods, trom 
three five years are required” test drugs diseased 
human beings. 

Dr. Paul Erickson, Public Health Service, Lex- 
ington, Ky., declared his paper the Lep- 
rosy,” that “the most important single therapeutic 
leprosy treatment “occurred the introduction 
drugs 1941” largely replacing chaulmoogra oil. “Aureo- 
mycin, para-amino salicylic acid, and tibione have shown 
early beneficial effects” and “tibione considered the 
promising drug outside sulfone for further trial,” Dr. 
Erickson concluded. 

After pointing out the social stigma attached leprosy 
over the centuries and telling the ostracism and 
cruelty inflicted people diseased, Dr. Eugene Kel- 
lersberger the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., New 
York City, told his group’s effort teach that the sufferer 
leprosy “is not moral delinquent” but only, like the 
alcoholic, “the victim disease which should treated 
sanely and scientifically.” 

The final paper, “The Control Leprosy” Dr. James 
Doull, Leonard Wood Memorial, Washington, C., out- 
lined the methods used control all infectious diseases, but 
said that the “paucity established facts” human leprosy 
made this difficult “because such obstacles cost and pub- 
lic attitude.” Dr. Doull concluded that “control bacterio- 
logically positive cases limited practical value” because 
the need for additional research, public educational cam- 
paigns “the areas prevalence, and for arousing greater 
interest the part government and health officers 
such areas.” 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially when 
the infected person native section the 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


* 
1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 


nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 


causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


painters, cafetcria help, clerical workers, laboratory germs. 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 


* * 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, New York and Vermont and patients those states are 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 


reportable but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union down, go) 
* * 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
years after contracting disease. Half the patients now 
record? 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greck (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their find Greek equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 


The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 


mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII: and other authoritative sources. 
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Give THE STAR Christmas gift friend, school, 
library and you will giving Christmas gift us. 


THE STAR staff. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Garville, 
Kindly make checks money orders payable 
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Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
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